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Mr. Mawai S. Senathirajah 2014.01.02
Secretary,

Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi

Dear Sir,

Selection of Candidates for Provincial Council Elections- an open request to all parties

Though the official terms of three provincial councils are slated to end this year, it is reported that the
western and southern provincial councils will be dissolved prematurely in January. Recent media
reports suggest that political parties have decided to field relatives of politicians, popular actors,
actresses and singers as candidates for this election. Their interviews had been published in newspapers.

We do not hold the view that anyone is not fit to be a politician merely because of his or her relationship
to a politician, or being an artiste or a sports star. Yet, we strongly uphold the view that candidates
should be a lot with political experience and moral discipline. We stress the fact that their sheer
popularity should not be used as a vote catching gimmick. Barring a few, it is high time for us to do a
performance review of popular artistes who entered politics in recent times. Analysis into the recent
conduct of some public representatives will reveal ample details in this respect.

The political parties hold a greater clout in influencing voters for a departure from this practice. Voters
have no choice but to elect a few only among those fielded by the respective political parties. Against
this backdrop, we call upon you only to nominate persons with political vision, knowledge, moral
discipline and commitment to serve the general public.

During past elections, we witnessed how rivalry among candidates for preferential votes ledto the
violation of the election, the abuse of state resources and the disregarding of guidelines of the Election
Commissioner. It eventually hindered the process of conducting free and fair elections.

As a measure to avert such a situation, we request the political parties to introduce a code of conduct
for their candidates at the next election. We believe a public discussion on the code of conduct you
propose for your candidates, will eventually translate into a political victory.

Thanking Your,

Rohana Hettiarachchi
Executive Director

Copied to Elections Commissioner and others concerned



